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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 08 November 2011 at 7.00 pm  

 
Present 

Cllrs: R Kirk (Chairman), Mrs F Greenwell, Mrs J Brown, G Readman, R Hudson, and S Jackson. 

Ms J S Cumbor (Parish Clerk).  Others Present:  Cllr Mrs Moorhouse, Howard Atkinson (Cemetery Supertindent), Matthew 

Hamer (apprentice), Insp Sarah Sanderson and 34Members of the Public. 

 

1. Apologies – Cllr J Fletcher. 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda - Cllr Jackson declared an interest in the Library, other declarations 

are noted with the relevant topic. 

 

3. Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

3.1 Library   

3.1.1 Cllr Kirk advised that no decision could be made at this Meeting as a formal request regarding the Precept had not 

been made in time to allow three clear days notice for the item to be represented on the Agenda clearly.   An Extra 

Ordinary Meeting would be called for one week’s time.   The Public were invited to speak but because no decision 

would be made that evening Councillors would consider any points raised at the Extra Ordinary meeting. 

3.1.2 Members of the Public: 

a) Ian Pearce stated that the only realistic way to keep Great Ayton Library is to run this as a Community venture 

with an assured source of income, the only realistic source of income is through the Precept; he requested the 

Council increase the Precept By £20, on a Band D property, to fund this. 

b) Ken Taylor considered that the survey undertaken by SGALG overwhelmingly supported the Precept increase.   

A 28% response of around 2.000 questionnaires showed 95% supported an increase.   Statistics would confirm 

that this is a very significant response and would indicate that between 80% and 90% of the Village would 

support the increase. 

c) Jennifer Roberts spoke about the work undertaken by SGALG and the potential evolution of the Library and its 

facilities and reminded the Parish Council of their prior commitment to fully support SGALG. 

d) Richard Stainsby reminded Councillors of the statements made in their election material and requested the 

Parish Council support the increase in Precept. 

e) County Councillor Mrs Moorhouse reported how the Draft Business Plan had been received at NYCC and an 

encouraging positive response had been received in return. 

f)   Julie Fields supported all the comments made. 

 

3.2 Other Public Representations – reported within the Council Services and Planning Reports. 

   

4. Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting for Tuesday 11 October 2011 were approved and signed. 

 

5. Police Business 

5.1 October Statistics and Reports. 

5.1.1 The Statistics were received.   Insp Sanderson advised that a lot of activity had taken place dealing with anti-social 

behaviour and that working with Broadacres various actions had taken place.  A high level of policing would remain 

in the key areas where anti-social behaviour has been taking place.   Cllr Jackson asked if a dispersal order was 

applicable; it was advised that in these particular instances it is not suitable.   Insp Sanderson urged the Public to 

come forward and report issues to the Police and Broadacres and in areas where diary leaflets provided complete 

these and return to the Police as evidence. 

5.1.2  Insp Sanderson confirmed that they were working in partnership with Broadacres to set up a Boxing Club to reach 

out to those under 16 years of age.    

5.1.3 Cllr Kirk thanked the Police for the work they have been doing and reiterated Insp Sanderson’s comments about 

reporting matters to the Police. 

 

5.2 Invitation to Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Meeting on 23 November at 7pm at the Hollygarth Meeting Room; 

purpose to reinvigorate the Scheme and share ideas. – Cllr Kirk confirmed he would attend. 

 

5.3 Various items of correspondence received, including Ringmaster Reports, response to Council letter and information 

concerning door step crime and distraction burglary Documentary by the BBC.  – Items received. 
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6. Council Services Report  

6.1 The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report.  

 

6.2 Rachel Turnbull – Play Area future and suggestions for development.   Mrs Turnbull advised that she was concerned 

about the future of the Play Area and would like to know what was happening with this and be involved and share 

ideas for its development.     Cllr Kirk advised that the Play Area land and that where Yatton House was belonged to 

the Cemetery, the Cemetery was filling up and now was the time to discuss how to make changes to accommodate 

the issues.   Cllr Mrs Brown was asked to meet with Mrs Turnbull about the Play Area. 

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only) 

7.1 Village Hall – Work due to start on the gutters.  Minute continued. 

7.2 S106 Projects – Minute continued. 

. 

8. Planning Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report. 

 

9. Correspondence and Information Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in 

the Report. 

 

10. Clerk’s Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

 

11. Accounts Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

    

12. Councillors’ Report 

12.1 Cllr Jackson commented that there wasn’t a D&S Time Correspondent present again and that Great Ayton did not 

appear to be getting much representation in the D&S at the moment, most that was reported was instigated by 

Residents themselves.    Councillors expressed concern and decided that the Clerk should contact the Correspondent 

about attendance. 

 

The next regular Parish Council Meeting will be Tuesday 6 December 2011 to be held at 7pm in the Children’s Room at the 

Friends Meeting House. 
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Public Statements made at the Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 08 November 2011 at 7.00 pm  

 

 

For The Parish Councillors from The Clerk 

 

The Statements made by various Public Members at the meeting on Tuesday 8
 
November were not 

formally sent to the Parish Council prior to the Meeting.   As you know the Chairman allowed these 

Statements to be expressed and I have been asked by the Chairman to share the full statements with 

you.   You will see that the below is not fully recorded in the Minutes. 

 

3. Library   

 

3.1.1 Cllr Kirk advised that no decision could be made at this Meeting as a formal request regarding the Precept had not 

been made in time to allow three clear days notice for the item to be represented on the Agenda clearly.   An Extra 

Ordinary Meeting would be called for one week’s time.  The Public were invited to speak. 

 

3.1.2 Ian Pearce of the SGALG stated he felt he had requested for this at the last Parish Council Meeting.   He went on to 

say that the only realistic way to keep Great Ayton Library is to run this as a community venture with an assured 

source of income and the only realistic source of income is through the Precept.   The present Precept is very low, in 

fact the lowest in Hambleton where residents exceed 3,000 people.   An increase of £20 would ensure that the 

Library and Building could have a future.  This would take the Precept to about £40 on a Band D property, still under 

3% of the total Council Tax Bill.   There are currently seven Hambleton Parishes with a Precept over £40.   In a recent 

Survey only 3% of respondents voted against an increase.   On behalf of the Group Mr Pearce asked for the Parish 

Council to increase the Precept by £20 per annum for the running of the Library and Building. 

 

3.1.3 Ken Taylor, a Co-Author of the Business Plan, advised that he was aware some concern was being raised regarding 

the results of the Survey and its validity.  It is known that the more people questioned the smaller the response 

received will be.   In the case of this Survey around 2.000 questionnaires were sent out, with a 28% response, of 

which 95% supporting an increase.   Statistics would confirm that this is a very significant response and would 

indicate that between 80% and 90% of the Village would support the increase.   It is hoped this alleviates any 

concerns and demonstrates what the Village wants. 

 

3.1.4 Jennifer Roberts commented that a great deal of work has been done by very able people for SGALG to reach this 

stage: the project is ambitious, but achievable if we aim for the top rung and always aim to be first, then everything 

is possible.  The Group is talking with Gary Fielding and NYCC and they approve the draft Business Plan; along with 

the promise of the use of the Library Building for a day, in order to promote the Business Plan and display future 

plans for reorganizing the “space”: this will mean that everyone can be involved in deciding what might happen.   

The Parish Council has previously stated they are fully supportive of SGALG and its efforts; the Council has within 

their power the ability to see that SGALG achieve their aims.  The Survey clearly showed that the wish of the 

majority of Great Ayton Residents, Library users or not, is to raise the Parish Precept by £20 per Band D household, 

thus giving the year-on-year funding that the Business Plan requires to maintain Great Ayton Library & Information 

Service and the Building and allow it evolve and grow to include and embrace more residents.  Elected by Great 

Ayton Electors, I ask that the Parish Council note this positive Survey result and act with strength and without delay.  

The Parish Council’s promise of support will then be proven and it is hoped that the support will continue. 

 

3.1.5 Dick Stainsby asked the Parish Councillors to allow him to make a passionate plea in favour of a Parish Precept of 

£20 to be allowed in favour of a Community Library.   We have all learnt with interest that in a recent ranking of the 

best places in the country to raise a family. Great Ayton came seventh in the list.   I did just that, I raised a family 

here as I know that most of you did and it is true.   Having a vibrant library in our midst was and is part of that 

distinction.  When seeking election the following statements were given, by Councillors: 



a) Chairman Ron Kirk “I am committed to an efficient and effective Library facility in Great Ayton.” 

b) Cllr John Fletcher “I care passionately that we benefit from having a Council that cares about our Community, 

provides an efficient service and by working in partnership with others continues to be a place to live.” 

c) Cllr Mrs Francis Greenwell “Working together with the Community, the Parish Council ensures that Ayton is a 

great place to live.” 

d) Cllr Gary Readman “I would continue to put needs of Great Ayton people at the forefront and do my best.” 

Please, Please, Parish Councillors all do your best and agree to the £20 on the Parish Precept. 

 

3.1.6 County Cllr Mrs Moorhouse stated that SGALG had achieved many milestones with producing a Draft Business Plan, 

a Draft Constitution and meetings with NYCC and Rural Action Yorkshire for capital funding grants; running costs 

cannot be raised through grant funds.   Gary Fielding of NYCC had written concerning the Draft Business Plan and 

commented as follows: 

“NYCC are extremely appreciative of the work that the Group has put in.   There has clearly been a lot of work that 

has gone into production of this Plan and it is well thought out.  The staged approach to developing Great Ayton 

Central shows a clear direction of travel whilst maintaining a realistic outlook.  The aspirations that are laid out in the 

Plan fit very well indeed with NYCC’s thinking in terms of putting libraries at the heart of communities.  NYCC have 

no areas where there is a disagreement between the County Council’s position and the aspirations of Great Ayton 

Central as laid out in the Plan.  There are, however, some areas of potential difference about how the Plan is 

delivered and in particular the contributions that are anticipated from the NYCC. 

a) Staffing - NYCC recognize this as an issue and would wish to work with the community in developing proposals 

as to how we can achieve this.  NYCC has been clear that it needs to meet its budget savings requirement and it 

is therefore simply not possible for them to fund any element of paid staffing (other than the guidance and 

support which would be available from professional library staff).  The issue of paid staffing therefore appears 

to be key to the sustainability of the plans for Great Ayton Central and will require further attention in the very 

near future. 

b) Building Costs – NYCC do understand that communities will be reluctant to take on responsibility for buildings 

where this includes liability for major repairs and maintenance.  At the same time, NYCC is not able to commit 

large sums of money to underwrite major repairs and maintenance (if non-insurable).  It is therefore proposed 

that they would seek to negotiate a lease where the community is able to walk away from the lease in the 

event of there being major repairs and maintenance requirements at no penalty.  NYCC would then pick up the 

building consider its options.   

NYCC are pleased to say that their assessment of the Plan put forward for Great Ayton Central demonstrates real 

progress and, barring any significant changes over the next week or so, they will be recommending that discussions 

continue between the NYCC and the Group.  Further work will need to progress quickly and it will no doubt be 

intensive but NYCC would trust that the community would welcome this approach.  It is important to note, 

however, that ultimately elected Members will make the decision.  Ultimately, however, the future of the library 

beyond 31 March will depend upon a further refined Plan which can demonstrate it is financially sustainable.” 

Cllr Mrs Moorhouse went on to say the “ball” was in the Parish Council court, funds needs to be raised via the 

Precept to make this happen. 

 

3.1.7 Julie Fields said as a campaigner for the Library she would like to re0echo the voices received from the Village.  

People are agreeing to double the Precept and this shows the passion that they feel and their desire to keep the 

facility.   Julie thanked the Parish Council for listening to the statements given. 

 

3.1.8 Cllr Kirk confirmed that he was sorry the decision could not be made today but encouraged people to watch the 

notice board for the publication of the Extra Ordinary Meeting next week.   The matter is very significant and 

requires a clear meeting debate and decision by the Parish Council. 

 


